Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/surveyofmirrorOOalbe 


ViUotf®  Miwion, 

(Revised  June  1964) 


1.  LOCATION. 

Section  28-40-22  W4  in  Census  Division  No.  8.  This  location  is  24 
miles  east  of  Lacombe  on  Highway  No.  50  and  on  the  branch  line  of  the 
Canadian  National  Railway  Edmonton  to  Calgary. 

1.  ALTITUDE. 

2605  feet.  Latitude  52/28.  Longtitude  118/07  > 1 

3.  TEMPERATURE. 

Average  summer  — 59°. 

Average  Annual  — 36.3°  F. 

Average  Winter  — 10.5°  F. 

4.  PRECIPITATION. 

Average  annual  rainfall  — 14.07  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - — 40.1  inches. 

Average  annual  total  precipitation  — 18.17  inches. 

NOTE : Sections  No.  3,  and  No.  4 were  taken  from  the  weather  station 
at  Lacombe. 

5.  GEOLOGY. 

The  underlying  rocks  in  the  Mirror  district  are  shales  and  sandstones 
which  were  deposited  by  streams  in  lakes  and  deltas.  They  are  thus  fresh 
water  in  origin,  and  are  several  hundred  feet  thick  in  that  area.  The  rocks 
are  grouped  together  by  geologists  who  call  them  the  Paskapoo  formation 
and  who  give  them  an  early  Tertiary  Age,  which  began  some  fifty  million 
years  ago.  Since  fhese  rocks  were  deposited,  the  North  American  contin- 
ent has  been  uplifted,  consequently  the  rocks  have  eroded  and  only  a frac- 
tion of  their  original  thickness  remains. 

6.  SOIL. 

Mirror  lies  in  the  black  soil  zone. 

Vegetation — 

Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands  (mainly 
deciduous  trees),  often  referred  to  as  parkland. 

Soil  Profile — 

The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  surface  horizon 
that  averages  12  to  14  inches  below  the  surface. 
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Fertility  — 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  most  fertile  in  the  province,  and  they  have  in 
the  surface  foot  three  to  four  times  as  much  nitrogen  and  organic  matter 
as  there  is  in  the  average  brown  or  grey  wooded  soil.  Every  precaution 
should  be  taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate.  The  use  of 
fertilizer  to  replenish  the  supply  of  available  nitrogen  and  phosphorous 
is  usually  a good  investment. 

Land  Use 

A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly  good  quality 
can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming,  including  the  use  of  crop  rotations  and 
fertilizers  is  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  both  profit  and  permanenc:. 

7.  HISTORY. 

Mirror  derived  its  name  from  an  English  publication  known  the  world 
over,  “The  London  Daily  Mirror”. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  constructed  a branch  line  between 
Edmonton  and  Calgary  via  Mirror  and  as  the  village  was  half  way  between 
the  two  centres,  it  became  a divisional  point.  The  railway  constructed  a 
roundhouse,  living  quarters  for  train  crews,  and  repair  crews,  and  bulit 
an  eight  billion  gallon  water  reservoir. 

The  company  had  the  townsite  surveyed  and  began  advertising  the 
potential  of  the  district  in  the  United  States,  United  Kingdom  and  North- 
ern European  newspapers.  The  interest  was  large  in  this  new  townsite 
and  a special  train  carried  the  prospective  buyers  from  Winnipeg.  The 
property  was  auctioned  off  to  the  highest  bidder  and  lots  sold  from  $300 
to  $2,075.  The  railway  company  had  high  hopes  that  Mirror  would  become 
one  of  the  large  centres  of  Alberta. 

Mirror  was  incorporated  as  a Village  on  July  27,  1912.  The  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  and  the  Canadian  Northern  Railways  amalgamated  and  be- 
came the  Canadian  National  Railway  on  October  4,  1922.  When  the  rail- 
way converted  to  diesel  units,  it  was  not  necessary  to  continue  using 
Mirror  as  a divisional  point,  leaving  many  of  the  railroad  buildings  empty 
and  available  to  industries. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Mirror  is  located  on  the  west  side  of  Buffalo  Lake.  It  is  the  centre  of 
a mixed  farming  district.  The  streets  are  wide  and  gravelled  with  some 
tree-lined  boulevards  in  the  residential  areas. 

Mirror  is  a sportsman’s  paradise  as  there  is  good  fishing  and  hunting 
for  ducks,  geese,  prairie  chicken  and  partridge  in  the  area. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  village  is  governed  by  a three-man  council,  one  elected  each  year 
for  a three-year  term.  Each  year  one  member  is  appointed  mayor.  The 
secretary-treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the  village  in  accordance 
with  the  policies  set  by  council. 
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A modern  home,  with  lawn  and  colourful  garden,  typical  of  Mirror’s 
residential  area. 


10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

The  village  hires  one  police  constable. 

Regulations — There  is  no  building  code  used  in  the  village,  but  coun- 
cil approval  and  a permit  are  necessary  before  construction  is  commenced. 

Electrical  installations  must  conform  with  the  Alberta  Electrical  Pro- 
tection Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  conform  with  the  Provincial  Health  Reg- 
ulations. 

Gas  installations  must  conform  with  the  Alberta  Gas  Protection  Act. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION. 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief,  and  ten  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment:  1 1951  - 500  GPM  pumper  with  1,150  gallon  tank;  1 

1949  crash  truck  with  450  gallon  tank;  150  feet  of  21/2  inch  hose;  300  feet 
of  l!/2  inch  hose;  Ladders,  Crowbars,  boots,  coats,  axes,  etc. 

Water  supply  — Water  is  obtained  from  a well.  There  is  one  reser- 
voir with  a capacity  of  90,000,000  gallons. 
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12. 


TAX  STRUCTURE. 


1963  Net  Assessment 

Land,  100%  of  value $ 36,440 

Improvements,  60%  of  fair  value 365,340 


Telephones  3,200 

Power 7,800 

Gas  Line 7,611 


Total  Assessment 420,391 

Mill  Rate  - Municipal  26.5,  School  27.3,  Hospital  3.2,  Total  57  mills. 
IS.  AREAS. 

Total  area  of  village  — 640  aces. 

Streets,  roads  and  lanes  — 67  acres. 

Parks  and  playgrounds  — 10  acres. 

Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes. 


Gravel  Imp.  Earth 

Others 

Total 

Provincial  Secondary 

1 

1 

Streets  and  Roads 

7 

9 

16 

Lanes 

_ _ 1 

3 

4 

Total  miles  21 

There  are  approximately  four  miles  of  concrete  sidewalks. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Water  Mains  — Nil. 

Storm  Sewers  — Nil. 

Sanitary  Sewers  — Nil. 

The  railway  installed  water  mains  in  the  town  but  they  have  never 
been  connected  with  the  property  owners. 

15.  POWER. 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  to  the  Village  under  a fran- 
chise by  the  Calgary  Power  Limited. 

Domestic  Rates 

Available  only  for  lighting,  cooking,  domestic  power  and  other  ordi- 
nary uses  in  private  homes  and  individual  apartments.  Used  exclusively 
for  residential  purposes.  First  20  KWH  used  per  month,  $2.60.  Gross  mini- 
mum, subject  to  30  cents  prompt-payment  discount,  mak'ng  $2.30  net  min- 
imum. 

All  excess  KWH  used  per  month  — IV2  cents  per  KWH. 

The  discount  for  prompt  payment  is  the  difference  between  the  gross 
and  net  minimum  charge.  The  energy  rates  are  net. 

Commercial  Rate 

Available  where  other  rates  listed  do  not  apply. 

Demand  charge  $1.00  per  KVA. 

Energy  Charge  — First  100  KWH  energy  consumption  per  KVA  of 
demand  — 5c  per  KWH. 


Excess  KWH  energy  consumption  per  KVA  of  demand — l^c  per  KWH 

“Demand”  is  the  maximum  30  minute  rate  of  power  delivery  express- 
ed in  Kilovolt-ampere  (KVA),  during  the  previous  twelve  months;  and  not 
less  than  1 KVA.  Minimum  charge  is  the  demand  charge,  but  not  less 
tnan  the  service  minimum  for  the  same  community. 

The  above  are  net  rates  applicable  to  accounts  paid  within  ten  days 
of  the  date  rendered.  Net  bills  are  increased  by  5%  and  not  less  than  30 
cents  after  the  discount  date. 

Power  Service 

Available  in  commercial  establishments  for  three  phase  motors,  X-Ray 
apparatus,  and  welding  transformers  of  aggregate  rated  capacity  3HP  or 
KVA  and  over. 

Demand  charge  — $1.00  per  KVA. 

Energy  charge — 

First  50  KWH  per  KVA  of  installation  — 5c  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  per  KVA  of  installation  — 3 1/3  KWH  , 

Excess  KWH  per  KVA  of  installation  — 1 2/3  KWH. 

Discount  10%,  ten  days,  based  on  the  dollars  only. 

Minimum  charge,  $3.00  net  or  demand  charge  if  greater. 

16.  WATER. 

Water  is  obtained  from  wells  wdth  a majority  of  the  homes  having 
their  own  wells  which  are  piped  into  tiheir  homes.  Many  of  the  homes 
have  their  own  sewerage  systems 

17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  village  under  a franchise  by  the  North- 
western Utilities  Limited. 

Rates 

General  rate  available  to  all  consumers. 

First  20  Therms  or  less  used  per  month  — $3.00. 

All  additional  Therms  used  per  month — 7c  per  Therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge — $3.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge  per 
Therm  other  than  the  first  20  Therms  shall  be  incrca.ed  by  3 cents  and 
the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Optional  Rate 

A.  Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual  con- 
sumption is  more  than  8,801;  Therms. 

Fixed  charge  — $20.00  per  month. 

Plus  commodity  charge  — 4%  cents  per  Therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — $20.00. 
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B.  Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual  con- 
sumption is  more  than  73,800  Therms. 

Fixed  charge  — $100.00  per  month. 

Plus  commodity  charge  — 3 1/5  cents  per  Therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — $100.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge  per 
Therm  shall  be  increased  by  2 cents  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall 
apply. 

These  rates  are  available  only  on  annual  contract,  which  shall  con- 
tinue from  year  to  year  thereafter  until  either  party  shall  give  to  the 
other  party,  at  least  30  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such  year,  a 
written  notice  of  desire  to  terminate  same  whereupon  at  the  expiration 
of  any  such  year,  it  shall  cease  and  determine. 

18.  L.P.  GAS. 

Heat  value  2521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60°  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  — $6.50. 

Bulk  — 16c  per  gallon. 

There  is  no  distributor  of  L.P.  gas  in  the  village;  it  is  secured  from 
Stettler. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL. 

Heat  valve  135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°  F. 

Winter  grade  — 18.2  cents  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  — 17  cents  per  gallon.  j 

Storage  capacity  — 8,500  gallons. 

20.  COAL. 

Coal  is  secured  from  local  mines  ten  miles  south  of  the  village. 

Rate  — $5.00  per  ton  F.O.B.  mine,  or  $8.00  per  ton  delivered. 

21.  RESOURCES. 

Wheat,  coarse  grains,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  poultry  products, 
dairy  products,  sand,  gravel,  and  coal. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES. 

Federal  - Post  Office. 

Provincial  - Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Provincial  Treasury 
Branch  (Agency). 

Municipal  - Village  office  housing  (Secretary-Treasurer,  Council 
Chamber,  Police  Department)  Firehall. 
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23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  nearest  hospital  is  located  at  Lacombe,  24  miles  west  of  Mirror. 

The  Red  Deer  Health  Unit  calls  monthly  providing  the  following  ser- 
vices : Immunization  of  all  school  and  pre-school  children ; Examination  of 
any  person  residing  in  the  Health  Unit  district;  Pre-natal  and  post-natal 
care;  Inspection  of  water  and  food  supplies;  Sanitary  inspection. 


24.  PROFESSIONAL  and  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services). 

Type  of  Service  Number  of  Establishments 

Barbers 2 

Barristers 1 

25.  TRANSPORTATION. 

Canadian  National  Railway  daily  service  to  Edmonton  and  Calgary. 
Sunburst  Motor  Coach  every  second  day  to  Edmonton. 

Daily  truck  service  to  Calgary,  Red  Deer  and  Edmoton. 


26.  NEWSPAPERS. 

Nil. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS  . 

Alberta  Government  Telephones, 
Office. 

Nearest  Radio  Station  - Lacombe 
Nearest  T.V.  Station  - Red  Deer 
One  Ham  Operator. 


Canadian  National  Telegraph,  Post 

(CBX). 

(CHCA). 


28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES. 

Provincial  Treasury  Branch  (Agency), 

29.  HOTELS 


Imperial 
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No.  of  Rooms  Rates  Licensed 
25  $1.50  up  Yes 


Main  street  is  the  centre  of  activity  for  the  village. 


30.  MOTELS. 

Nil. 

Trailer  Court  - 1. 

31.  CHURCHES. 

Anglican,  Christian  Missionary  Alliance,  Jehovah  Witness,  Roman 
Catholic,  Salvation  Army,  United. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Masonic,  Easter  Star,  Rebekahs,  Board  of  Trade,  Canadian  Legion, 
Women’s  Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion,  Women’s  Institute. 

33.  SOCIETIES  and  ASSOCIATIONS!. 

Home  and  School  Associaiton,  Athletic  Association,  Historical  Society, 
Buffalo  Lake  Farmers’  Livestock  Association. 
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34.  EDUCATION. 

The  Mirror  School  District  is  a unit  of  the  County  of  Lacombe  No.  14. 
Grades  1 to  12  are  taught,  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects: 
Music,  Art,  Drama,  Home  Economics  and  Shop. 

The  School  population  is  made  up  as  follows : 


The  Public  School  — one  of  Mirror’s  Schools  serving  students  from  a wide  area. 


Elementary  

Junior  High  

High 

35.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS. 

Community  Hall  

Legion  Hall  

Women’s  Institute 


No.  of  No.  of 
Grades  Teachers  Pupils 

1-6  10  200 

7-9  4 78 

10-12  3 66 


Capacity  Stage  Piano 

300  Yes  Yes 

75  No  Yes 

60  No  No 


3G.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES. 


The  Mirror  Library  is  a branch  of  the  Parkland  Regional  Library  an  i 
is  located  at  the  school.  The  library  is  open  to  the  public  daily  during 
school  hours. 

There  are  approximately  3,000  volumes  in  the  library. 

Other  Activities — Dramatic  Club  at  school,  Art  and  Music  at  the 
school,  One  Local  20-piece  Band  with  Majorettes. 

37.  SPORTS. 

Hockey,  Baseball,  curling,  badminton,  trap  shooting,  skating. 
Facilities — Covered  curling  rink,  with  two  sheets  of  natural  ice,  o^en 
air  hockey  and  skating  rink,  baseball  diamond,  school  grounds  for  play 
grounds. 

38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES. 

Boys  - Scouts,  Cubs,  4H  Club. 

Girls  - Brownies,  C.G.I.T.,  4H  Club. 

39.  FAIRS. 

Sports  Day  Only. 


40.  HISTORIC  SITES. 

Old  Buffalo  Lake  Metis  Colony  and  graveyard. 

41.  CO-OPERATIVES. 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  United  Grain  Growers,  Buffalo  Lake  Farmers’ 
Livestock  Co-op. 


42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS. 
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43.  SITES. 


Industrial  and  residential  sites  can  be  purchased  from  the  village  and 
private  owners  at  reasonable  prices. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

A livestock  cash  crop  type  of  agriculture  predominates  in  the  area 
served  by  the  village.  The  source  of  farm  income  derived  was:  cattle  30%, 
hogs  17%,  dairying  10%,  grain  38%,  and  others  5%.  Livestock  play  an 
important  part  on  district  farms  and  provide  a major  portion  of  the  in- 
come. 

The  average  size  farm  in  the  Mirror  district  is  372  acres,  of  wh|i\ch 
74%  are  owned  and  26%  improved. 

The  principal  crops  grown  in  acres  per  farm:  wheat  10,  oats  31,  bar- 
ley 91,  tame  hay  29,  and  improved  pasture  20.  The  average  area  in  sum- 
merf allow  is  53  acres. 

The  average  number  of  livestock  per  farm  is:  cattle  31,  milk  cows 
6.3;  sheep  3,  hogs  24,  poultry  107. 

The  development  of  mechanization  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  there 
are:  1.2  tractors,  .7  motor  trucks,  .5  combines  per  farm. 

Approximately  80%  of  the  farms  are  electrified. 

15.  TRADING  AREA.  ; 

North  6 miles  ,west  8 miles,  south  5 miles,  east  5 miles, 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 1,730. 

Village  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 577. 


3 — 1 


—12 


